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Does religious diversity diminish religious participation as many secularization theories ar-
gue or does it boost religious participation as religious economies models argue? Testing
this crucial hypothesis has been fraught with methodological challenges and empirical
complications. We adapt a method first suggested by Voas et al. (2002) to examine the
effects of religious diversity on individual commitment. The paper distributed prior to the
class session first uses the combined World Values and European Values Surveys (WVS-
EVS) and finds that religious diversity has a strong, robust, and negative relationship with
individual religiosity. Using the cumulative U.S. General Social survey the relationship is

weakly negative and not very robust. During the class
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